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REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-

VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
H.R. 7110, JOB CREATION AND UN-
EMPLOYMENT RELIEF ACT OF 
2008 
Mr. WELCH of Vermont, from the 

Committee on Rules, submitted a priv-
ileged report (Rept. No. 110–891) on the 
resolution (H. Res. 1507) providing for 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 7110) 
making supplemental appropriations 
for job creation and preservation, in-
frastructure investment, and economic 
and energy assistance for the fiscal 
year ending September 30, 2009, and for 
other purposes, which was referred to 
the House Calendar and ordered to be 
printed. 

f 

WAIVING REQUIREMENT OF 
CLAUSE 6(a) OF RULE XIII WITH 
RESPECT TO CONSIDERATION OF 
CERTAIN RESOLUTIONS 
Ms. CASTOR. Mr. Speaker, by direc-

tion of the Committee on Rules, I call 
up House Resolution 1503 and ask for 
its immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 1503 
Resolved, That the requirement of clause 

6(a) of rule XIII for a two-thirds vote to con-
sider a report from the Committee on Rules 
on the same day it is presented to the House 
is waived with respect to any resolution re-
ported on the legislative day of September 
26, 2008, providing for consideration or dis-
position of a measure making supplemental 
appropriations for job creation and preserva-
tion, infrastructure investment, and eco-
nomic and energy assistance for the fiscal 
year ending September 30, 2009, and for other 
purposes. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman from Florida is recognized 
for 1 hour. 

Ms. CASTOR. Mr. Speaker, for the 
purpose of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the gentleman 
from Washington (Mr. HASTINGS). All 
time yielded during consideration of 
the rule is for purposes of debate only. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield myself such time 
as I may consume. 

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, I would 
like to inquire of my colleague; I un-
derstand that the customary 30 min-
utes was yielded to my friend from 
Pasco, Washington. And I would just 
like to state for the record that I will 
be managing the rule on this side, and 
so I would hope very much that my 
friend from Tampa might consider 
yielding to me. 

Ms. CASTOR. Mr. Speaker, I will cor-
rect that. I will yield the customary 30 
minutes to my colleague and good 
friend from California, the ranking 
member on the Rules Committee, Mr. 
DREIER. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Ms. CASTOR. I also ask unanimous 

consent that all Members be given 5 
legislative days in which to revise and 
extend their remarks on House Resolu-
tion 1503. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Florida? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. CASTOR. Mr. Speaker, House 

Resolution 1503 waives clause 6(a) of 
rule XIII, which requires a two-thirds 
vote to consider a rule on the same day 
it is reported from the Rules Com-
mittee. This waiver would apply to any 
rule reported on the legislative day of 
September 26, 2008 that provides for 
consideration or disposition of a meas-
ure making supplemental appropria-
tions for job creation and preservation, 
infrastructure investment, and eco-
nomic and energy assistance for the 
fiscal year ending September 30, 2009. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today as a humble 
first-term Representative who rep-
resents hundreds of thousands of hard-
working families and seniors who are 
caught in the center of an economic 
storm. For them, the economic squeeze 
did not arise last week or last month, 
but it has been ongoing for well over a 
year. 

I also rise as the daughter of parents 
who worked hard all of their lives and 
saved for retirement and, like millions 
of Americans, they are watching their 
savings dwindle and decline. And I rise 
as a parent, who, along with my hus-
band, is saving for our children’s col-
lege education. 

For students and families across 
America, the cost of attending college 
has risen. And as we look out to future 
years, like other parents, our college 
savings accounts for our kids feel a lit-
tle less tangible now, and I fear that 
college for students may be a little less 
attainable unless we act in a bipartisan 
way this week. 

Many middle class American families 
are unable to even save now for retire-
ment or their children’s college fund 
because they’ve lost a job, or if they do 
have a job, the raise did not come, or 
the raise came, and it was not enough 
to meet the rising cost of living in 
America today. 

So at this time, as our country’s 
leaders join together to develop a res-
cue plan—which has been dramatically 
altered from the beginning of the week 
when it was proposed in a two-and-a- 
half page proposal to spend $700 bil-
lion—we must join together, Mr. 
Speaker, in a bipartisan way to provide 
a lifeline to families as well. 

Mr. Speaker, we must stand up for 
everyday Americans. While stabilizing 
financial markets on the day of the 
largest bank failure in history is vi-
tally important, correspondingly, sta-
bilizing families and taxpayers is just 
as important. American families need a 
little breathing room, and they need a 
job if they’re out of work. So it is our 
moral imperative, at this moment in 
history, to examine this modest stim-
ulus proposal, create jobs back home 
through an infusion of cash for infra-
structure projects, for unemployment 
benefits, and for health care dollars for 
Americans who have no other place to 
turn. 

This stimulus package will jump- 
start America’s economy. And here’s 
our action plan: 

First; jobs, jobs, jobs through infra-
structure investments. We’re talking 
about highways, transit capital grants, 
Amtrak, airport improvements. Do you 
know how many thousands of construc-
tion jobs have been let go and we have 
lost across America? This will put 
Americans back to work. 

We’re also going to provide resources 
to our local communities to help them 
with clean water projects, sewer 
projects, the Corps of Engineers, Mis-
sissippi River and tributaries, and also 
vital—and I speak as a parent of two 
young daughters—school construction 
dollars. 

We also provide, as part of our action 
plan, energy development dollars for 
energy efficiency and renewable en-
ergy, electricity delivery, and reli-
ability programs. That is the major 
portion of our economic stimulus pro-
posal for American families. 

We will also provide unemployment 
compensation and job training dollars, 
which seems oh so modest because it 
totals merely $6 billion. It’s modest in 
the face of a proposal this week to 
spend $700 billion, unfettered, at the 
beginning of the week. 

We will also respond to the least 
among us, Medicaid dollars. Now, 
that’s a term that gets thrown around 
a lot, but I want the American people 
to understand that when we talk Med-
icaid—and you will hear the discussion 
here today will be FMAP, Federal Med-
ical Assistance Percentage in Med-
icaid. What Medicaid is is largely 
health care dollars for children from 
poor families. Now, many middle class 
families are now slipping into that 
lower socioeconomic level today. Their 
parents don’t have health insurance. If 
they’re working, they’re working 
maybe at a small business or part- 
time, and there is no other place to 
turn during this dire economic down-
turn. 

The least we can do, when we’re dis-
cussing a bailout for Wall Street and 
for banks and financial markets, is to 
also consider, at the same time, a very 
modest proposal of $60 billion for 
America’s families, for jobs, for health 
care for kids, seniors who have no 
other place to turn, and unemployment 
compensation. 

First, on jobs. You know, today’s 
wages are stagnant; they’re at the 
most stagnant point that they have 
been since World War II. Medium 
household income was .6 percent lower 
in 2007 than it was at the end of the 
1990s. And even more troubling are the 
rising inequities of incomes among 
families in different communities. 
Data released from the Joint Economic 
Committee reports that over the past 
decade, median incomes for the richest 
households have risen while middle and 
low-income families have seen their in-
come fall. 

Mr. Speaker, the U.S. unemployment 
rate rose to 9.4 million Americans—a 
6.1 percent increase—in August, the 
highest it has been since 2003. This con-
tinues the unfortunate job loss for the 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 03:35 Sep 27, 2008 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00074 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K26SE7.053 H26SEPT1sm
ar

tin
ez

 o
n 

P
R

O
D

1P
C

64
 w

ith
 H

O
U

S
E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-05-13T16:16:58-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




